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Frequently Asked Question
International Primatological Society Conservation Grant Applications

The following are a few questions that may arise when preparing grant proposals for IPS Conservation Grants. Please review these before contacting us with any additional questions.

Q:	Do I have to be a member of IPS to apply for an IPS Conservation Grant?
A:	Yes. If you are not already a member, you should register here. Only IPS members can apply for IPS grants. Note that membership fees, waived entirely for some, are related to World Bank GNI categories (high income, upper middle, or other) and nature of employment (student, postdoc/contingent faculty, professional/faculty, see Table below). IPS does not want dues to be an impediment to joining the society, and those with difficulty paying dues can contact the IPS Treasurer and VP for Membership (currently Trudy Turner) to request a waiver.
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Q:	My project is partially about research and partially about conservation. Can I apply for money from both the research and conservation funds? What about the education fund, if I also have an education component?
A:	Starting in 2026, you may submit a proposal to only one funding stream. We encourage you to consider where your proposal fits best. Keep in mind, however, that each IPS Committee funds the strongest proposals that match their needs. Conservation grants tend to be applied, with their main focus relating to a particular taxon and/or location. A conservation project that has only a minor aspect related to education is more suitable for submission to the Conservation Committee, whereas an educational project that happens to deal with the topic of conservation is more likely to be more successful through submission to the Education Committee. The same is true for basic research projects. Research grants are for basic research, and as such they focus on testing primatological theory, using a particular study system because it is suitable and/or relevant for that purpose. Captive care and education grants also relate to applied science. So think carefully about which funding stream is most appropriate for your topic. You are also welcome to consult with the respective VPs to get some advice relating to this decision. Note that if your project lasts multiple years, you could conceivably apply in multiple years (but each year to only a single funding stream). However, we will review a follow-up application only if you have submitted your final report for any previous award. 

Q:	I plan to begin my project right away. If I’m awarded a grant, when can I receive the money?
A:	The deadline for submitting your grant proposal is March 1st. The IPS Conservation Committee will review the applications during the month of March and make its decision by late April or early May. Funds will usually be made available to grant winners sometime in May.



Q:	I have finished most of my project. Can I get a grant that will pay for already completed work?
A:	No. You cannot be reimbursed for money already spent. Please plan accordingly. Funds are available only for future portions of your project.

Q:	I have started my project already, but I’m applying for money to cover work that has yet to be completed. Is that OK?
A:	Yes. As long as you specify clearly FUTURE work to be completed, you are eligible to apply for funds. Be careful to explain this fully in the proposal timeline and budget request.

Q:	I study an endangered species. Does my project automatically qualify for conservation funds?
A:	No. The conservation funds are ONLY for conservation projects. If your project is not related to conservation, you should consider applying for the IPS research grant instead.

Q:	My conservation project focuses on a primate species that is not endangered. Can it still qualify for IPS Conservation funding?
A: 	Yes. Although the competition is tough and we tend to place endangered species as a priority, there are many very worthwhile projects that focus on less threatened species. For example, an important conservation concern is human-wildlife coexistence – and many human-wildlife interaction issues include species that are not endangered.

Q:	I received an IPS Conservation Grant in the past. Am I eligible to apply again?
A:	Yes. As long as you have fully complied with submitting reports about your previous project, you may apply for another grant.

Q:	How many grant applications are submitted each year and how many are awarded?
A:	The IPS Conservation Committee typically receives 35 or more applications per year, but it varies. We typically award 5-7 grants each year.

Q:	If I am unsuccessful this year, can I re-submit my application for next year’s competition?
A:	Yes, although you will likely want to make changes that update your references and other time-sensitive information in the proposal and address any feedback received from previous unsuccessful grant.

Q:	How are grant proposals reviewed – and will I receive feedback about the review?
A:	The IPS Conservation Committee members review the applications. We do not  provide detailed feedback to applicants about the proposal reviews; however, we would be happy to share feedback with you upon request. Please email thumle@rewild.org 

Q:	Are there examples of successful applications on the web?
A:	At present, we do not provide this service. However, the progress reports of past winners routinely appear in the IPS Bulletin. By reviewing the reports from past awardees, you will have a good idea of the kinds of projects we tend to fund. Online versions of past IPS Bulletins are available to IPS members. Please go to the IPS web site at: https://internationalprimatologicalsociety.org/ips-bulletins/ 

Q:	What are the fiscal reporting requirements for awardees?
A:	Awardees should use the reporting template available online. We do not require a detailed financial report.

Q:	When will I be notified if an award will be made to me?
A: 	The deadline for receipt of applications is March 1st. The IPS Committee will spend most of the month of March on the review process. We hope to have a list of winners available by early May, with funds dispersed soon after announcement.

Q:	Is there an age or degree limit for application for an IPS Conservation Grant?
A:	No. We assess your background and CV details to determine whether you are qualified to carry out the work planned. If needed, we may contact your supervisor or other referees.

Q: 	Are there any limits on the nationality of applicants? 
A: 	No, we accept applicants of all nationalities. 

Q: 	Am I eligible if I am not affiliated with an institution? 
A: 	Yes. We assess your background and job duties to determine whether you are qualified to carry out the work planned. 

Q: 	What can the grant money be used for? 
A: 	The funds can be used for field equipment, field assistant salaries, travel expenses, research fees, etc. It should be clear from your proposal that these items are necessary for your project. We tend not to fund salaries for conservation practitioners or researchers (you) and we do not provide funds for institutional overhead. 

Q: 	What happens if I cannot complete my project on time?
A: 	Contact the VP for Research and provide an update and explanation. 

Q: 	Are there any limits on the duration of the project that I apply for?
A: 	No, there are no set limits, but you need to provide a timeline in the application. 

Q: 	The space for references is very limited. My references don’t fit in the box you provide. Can I change the size of the box?
A: 	No, please do not change the size of any boxes on the form. Remember that you can use abbreviated references (consider a referencing style like the journals Science or Nature, for example). Also, you don’t need to use a new line for each reference. 

Q: 	Is there any preferred focus on target species or priority areas? 
A: 	No, we fund the strongest proposals. 

Q: 	Is the optional add-on concerning Conservation through Community Involvement (CCI) relevant to my project? 
A: 	Please see the IPS guidelines on CCI here: http://www.internationalprimatologicalsociety.org/docs/guidelines_conservation_through_community_involvement.pdf 

Q: 	Is the application fully electronic?
A: 	Yes, please simply send your pdf, correctly named, by email to thumle@rewild.org 

Q: 	The deadline is on the website, but is there an opening date for submission? 
A: 	No, there’s no opening date. We just hold your application until the deadline. 

Q: 	My CV is too long to fit on one page, can I increase the size of the box? 
A: 	No, please just include the most relevant aspects of your CV.

Q:	English is not my first language. Will my application suffer if I have not written in proper English?
A:	We encourage all applicants to FIRST seek help with their proposal preparation (including English usage) from a mentor, advisor, supervisor, or colleague within their own home country. These are the people who know you best and can work directly with you to improve your proposal. The IPS does not provide proposal preparation assistance from the standpoint of scientific design or project ideas. However, you may contact the VP for Conservation (thumle@rewild.org) if you would like a quick review of your proposal – for language assessment only. If you choose to ask for this help please do so by FEBRUARY 1st to allow sufficient time for your application to be submitted to the competition by the March 1st deadline. (In other words, the version that is submitted for the March 1 deadline is the one that will be reviewed; you are not eligible for language assessment after that date.)
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